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Generally, any party to a suit may assert that a judge is disqualified to sit.! 


Relators have a real and actual interest in removing the curator of an interdicted adult, and thus, for purposes of a petition to 


remove the curator, are parties who may seek recusal.? 


When the focus of criminal proceedings turns from guilt to the defendant's failure to appear, the surety becomes a party within 


the meaning of a statute entitling a party to seek recusal.° 


All parties on one side constitute one party for purposes of a statute permitting only one application for disqualification and 


thus together may file only one application“ unless a party is in default, is merely a nominal party, or is absent.” Pursuant to 
other statutory authority, a party seeking recusal must show that it is not a party united in interest and pleading together with 
another party that has already requested recusal or has waived its right to do so.° Parties are not united in interest where they 


have directly adverse interests in the case.” 


The state may raise the question of the disqualification of a judge in a criminal case, in the absence of any provision to the 
contrary,® and the prosecutor may file an affidavit of prejudice.” When a conviction is reversed and a new trial ordered, either 


party may move for a change of judge. W 
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